Welcome to San Bernardino Superior Court 
Department: S33
Limited/Unlimited Civil Courtroom
 __________________________________________________________________ 
Judge: Hon. Stephanie J. Tañada 
Judicial Assistant: Amie Arroyo
Courtroom Assistant: Marsha Miranda 
Telephone Number: (909) 708—8850/(909) 708-8814 ___________________________________________________________________ 
NOTICE: This info sheet revised annually and supersedes all prior info sheets. New information is bolded. Removed requirements are stricken. 
A. GENERAL 
Parties and counsel should review the provisions of the California Code of Civil Procedure (“CCP”), the California Rules of Court (“CRC”), and the San Bernardino Superior Court Local Rules, Chapter 3, Civil Division Rules (“Local Rules”) that apply to unlimited civil actions in independent calendar courts, including Local Rules, rule 3.26 (Litigation Conduct) and Appendix 3.A. (Guidelines for Civility in Litigation). If parties/counsel are going to be late for a hearing, please contact the court staff. For all other inquiries, please contact the court staff between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. or between 2:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Upon arrival, parties must check in with the courtroom assistant. Counsel must provide a business card that indicates the party represented and the calendar matter number on which counsel is appearing. Counsel may appear at 8:30 calendar hearings via Video CourtCall with permission of the Court. This courtroom no longer uses Zoom, with the sole exception of Informal Discovery Conferences. 
The Court is informed CourtCall will honor a self-represented litigant’s fee waiver, which must be sent to CourtCall by the litigant upon its request. The Court will not send a fee waiver to CourtCall on behalf of a litigant. 
The Court does not allow CourtCall appearances by audio only. All parties appearing by Video CourtCall are required to turn their cameras on when their matter is called and participate in the “chat” feature if requested to do so by the CourtCall moderator, Judicial Assistant, or Courtroom Attendant. Failure to do so may result in the Court terminating the attempted appearance and noting a non-appearance in the minute order. Video CourtCall appearances are also subject to these guidelines:
1.	Sufficient Technology: Parties using Video CourtCall in Department S33 are affirming that they possess and will use sufficient technology and connectivity to allow them to properly and safely attend a court hearing. This means you are using a computer capable of running the software including the chat function; you have a reliable connection sufficient to support a video connection; and you have a microphone and camera. A mobile phone is not appropriate for an appearance and the Court reserves the right to terminate the appearance if the connection is deficient. 
2.	Parties must comply with Video CourtCall’s requirements regarding timing of check-in. 
3.	Waiver of Review: Parties who choose to appear remotely understand that the technology has limitations. While the court will try to accommodate questions about documents and other items produced in person at the hearing, remote participants waive the right to inspect such documents and other items.
The Court reminds all parties and counsel that the use of Video CourtCall is a privilege. Failure to comply with the Court’s rules may result in the Court disallowing any future remote appearances. 
B. COURTESTY COPIES: 
S33 requests courtesy copies. 
C. ELECTRONIC FILING 

Except for self-represented litigants, or parties or attorneys who have obtained an exemption from mandatory electronic filing, parties must electronically file documents. (CRC, rule 2.253(b).) The requirements for electronic filing are detailed in the San Bernardino Superior Court First Amended General Order Re Mandatory Electronic Filing for Civil. 

Please be aware that it may take 1-2 business days for an electronically filed document to appear on the Court’s docket and it may take up to 120 days for the document to be delivered to chambers. Accordingly, parties are advised not to wait until the day before a hearing to file something the parties want the Court to review. Should counsel choose to do so, a courtesy copy is mandatory. The courtesy copy must be lodged at least 72 hours prior to the hearing. Otherwise, the Court will not consider the document. 

D. EX PARTE APPLICATIONS 
Ex parte applications will be considered Monday through Friday at 8:30 a.m. Applicants must comply with CRC, rule 3.1200, et seq., submit a proposed order, and pay the filing fee before appearing in court. Ex parte applications for S33 are first come, first served, two a day, for exigent circumstances. Ex Partes must be e-filed. Courtesy copies shall be provided and dropped in Department S33 before 2 p.m. the day prior. The applicant shall comply with CRC, rule 3.1202(c): “An applicant must make an affirmative factual showing in a declaration containing competent testimony based on personal knowledge of irreparable harm, immediate danger, or any other statutory basis for granting relief ex parte.” Failure to do so may result in the Court setting an OSC re: sanctions for failure to comply with a Rule of Court. 
E. HEARING CONTINUANCES
With the exception of small claims collections matters with limited jurisdiction and an unserved Defendant, the Court does not accept declarations requesting to continue hearings, including default prove-up hearings, trial readiness conferences, and trials.  The Court will disregard any request made in a declaration. 
F. LAW AND MOTION 
Law and motion hearings are conducted Monday through Friday beginning at 8:30 a.m. Tentative Ruling are given from the Bench and will not be attached to the minute order unless the Court deems it necessary.  
Moving parties must secure a hearing date via the online Court Reservation System on the San Bernardino Superior Court website. Please see the “Online Services” section to find the civil Court Reservation System at www.sb-court.org to reserve a hearing date prior to filing any motion, except for motions in limine, which, by Local Rules, are heard during the Final Status Conference. Motion fee payments are required at the time reservations are made online. 
All electronically filed documents must be text searchable and bookmarked. (See operative General Order re Mandatory Electronic Filing in Civil.) 
Courtesy copies are required for all documents related to motions for summary judgment and/or summary adjudication, all documents related to Anti-SLAPP motions, and all documents with ten exhibits or more. For these motions, courtesy copies must be delivered within one court day of the electronic filing, except for reply briefs which must be delivered on the day the reply is due. Courtesy copies are not necessary for other electronically filed motions. The courtesy copies must comply with CRC, rule 3.1110(f), except for the requirement that each exhibit be separated by a tab below the bottom. The courtesy copies must be lodged in a binder with tabs on the right side of the page for ease of reference by the Court. Failure to comply with this rule may result in the Court continuing the hearing or not considering the exhibits.  
Evidentiary objections
Counsel filing evidentiary objections in connection with a motion for summary judgment or summary adjudication shall comply with CRC, rule 3.1354. 
Sealed documents
Strict compliance with CRC, rule 2.551 et. seq. is required. 
Withdrawal of Motions
If a moving party takes a motion off the Court’s calendar, the moving party must notify the Court immediately and should remove the item from the Court’s calendar on CRS. (CRC, rule 3.1304(b).) If, in response to a demurrer, a party exercises its right to amend a pleading as prescribed by CCP, section 472, subdivision (a), the Court requests that the amending party work with the party who filed the demurrer or motion to strike to take the demurrer or motion to strike off calendar so the Court does not needlessly prepare tentative rulings. 
Use of Artificial Intelligence (“AI”)
Consistent with applicable legal or ethical guidelines, it is expected that counsel for the parties, including all counsel who have appeared, as well as all others responsible for making representations to the Court or opposing counsel (whether or not they make an appearance) and pro per parties, shall competently and responsibly use automated, computer-based software or hardware applications in drafting briefs, pleadings, or other documents to be submitted to the Court, whether such tools are labelled as AI, generative AI, language model, natural language processing tool, machine learning tool, artificial neural network, deep learning neural network, or any other automated generator of text. Counsel and pro se parties shall make use of such tools with competent training, knowledge, and understanding of the limitations and risks of such automated tools. Counsel are expected to abide by existing and evolving California State Bar guidance and advisory opinions on the use of AI in the legal profession, and counsel should conduct themselves in a manner consistent with ABA Resolution 604’s (Feb. 6, 2023) admonishment regarding accountability of individuals and organizations for any use of AI products, systems, and capabilities (and the Resolution’s provisions regarding operators of AI systems and capabilities). See https://perma.cc/A6WC-6X6P. As with any prudent approach in an evolving area of law, counsel and pro per parties are expected to be competent and knowledgeable about evolving judicial and legal standards in the use of generative AI tools, including case law and opinions addressing such issues (not limited to case law imposing sanctions for failure to use generative AI in an ethical manner).
Any brief, pleading, or other document submitted to the Court the text of which was created or drafted with any use of an AI tool shall be identified as such in its title or pleading caption, in a table preceding the body text of such brief or pleading, or by a separate Notice filed contemporaneously with the brief, pleading, or document. Counsel shall maintain records sufficient to identify, if requested by the Court, those portions of the text of a pleading, brief, or document submitted to the Court which was created or drafted by an AI tool. Parties and counsel shall not file or otherwise present to the Court any briefs, pleadings, materials, other documents, or argument which contain AI-hallucinated citations to law, case or legal citations which are fictitious or nonexistent, or any uncorroboratable assertions of law or fact. A pro per party or a counsel’s failure to confirm or double-check the accuracy, veracity, or even existence of a case or legal citation (or assertion of fact) created by an AI tool is grounds for potential sanctions, including disqualification of the attorney pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 128(a)(5). (People ex re. Dept. of Corporations v. SpeeDee Oil Change Systems, Inc. (1999) 20 Cal.4th 1135, 1145.)  
PAGA and Class Action Settlements
To protect the best interests of California employees and class members and to ensure a fair and just settlement, the Court requires settling parties to file a Motion for Preliminary Approval of any settlement in addition to a Motion for Final Approval. The motion should generally comply with the class action approval checklist utilized by the County of San Bernardino, found at https://sanbernardino.courts.ca.gov/system/files/civil/checklistsforapprovalofclassactionsettlements.pdf. Counsel should review this Order as soon as settlement discussions begin. 
Should counsel fail to provide the requested information, the Court will deny the motion. Any Motion for Preliminary Approval or Motion for Final Approval filed beyond the initial motion must be titled as such (e.g. “Third Motion for Preliminary Approval”) and include a redlined or “track changes” copy showing the Court any revisions to the documents previously submitted. The redline/”track changes” copy should be submitted in addition to a clean copy. Until further notice, the Court is personally reviewing any Motions for Preliminary Approval or Motions for Final Approval with minimal assistance, if any. Counsel’s adherence to this Protocol Order will assist the Court in streamlining the approval process in these complicated matters. 
E. DISCOVERY 
The Court requires Informal Discovery Conferences for all matters except for those involving self-represented litigants, expert discovery, and motions to compel where no responses have been provided. The Court has a separate Informal Discovery Conference Order. The Song-Beverly order is now in the IDC Order. 
G. TRIAL PROCEDURES AND PROTOCOL ORDER 
Department 33 has a Trial Order. Counsel and self-represented litigants shall review this Order and comply with its requirements prior to trial. Failure to comply with these orders may result in the Court sanctioning each party $250 per violation. For example, the Court will sanction $250 for a motion in limine to exclude witnesses from the courtroom, exclude evidence of insurance, exclude prior lawsuits, and other similar motions. 
H. COURTROOM OPERATIONS
Parties who wish to have a transcript must retain their own private reporter and must submit a “Stipulation and Order to Use Certified Shorthand Reporter.” Please contact the Department if you need this form. Prior to the hearing, you can email the completed Stipulation to Department S33 at aaroyo@sb-court.org. Parties who do not retain their own reporter have waived the right to one.

As of January 9, 2023, the court no longer provides an official Court Reporter to transcribe proceedings. A party who has received a fee waiver pursuant to CRC, rule 3.55(7) may request an official court reporter by filing local form LACIV 2699 at least 10 calendar days before the hearing or trial. Given the limited availability of official court reporters, the Court may not know whether a reporter will be available until the day of the hearing or trial. Government Code section 69959(a) provides that “remote court reporting shall not be used by courts to make the record of any court proceedings.” 

The Court expects the parties to arrange for a shared court reporter during trial. If the parties do not arrange for a court reporter at trial, the Court will require a Joint Settled Statement signed by all of the parties. The Court will not continue the trial until it receives a Joint Settled Statement, i.e. if the Court does not receive a signed Joint Settled Statement by 10:00 a.m. the following court day, no openings, testimony, closings, etc. may commence. 
I. INTERPRETERS, ACCESSIBILITY, AND ACCOMMODATION
An interpreter may be provided if arranged in advance. However, given the high demand for interpreters, parties are encouraged to provide their own court-certified interpreter.
If you need accommodation, please inform the courtroom staff in advance, so that we can attempt to facilitate your request. Requests may be made using form MC-410 or in any other written format.
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