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This stipulation is intended to provide a fast and informal resolution of discovery issues through limited paperwork and an informal conference with the Court to aid in the resolution of the issues.  The stipulation must be executed unless the Court has previously ordered the parties to engage in an Informal Discovery Conference.

The parties agree that:

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]At the Informal Discovery Conference the Court will consider the dispute presented by parties and determine whether it can be resolved informally. Nothing set forth in this Stipulation will preclude a party from making a record at the conclusion of an Informal Discovery Conference, either orally or in writing or from filing a formal motion if the issue(s) is/are not resolved.

2. Following a reasonable and good faith attempt at an informal resolution of each issue to be presented, a party may request an Informal Discovery Conference pursuant to the following procedures:

a. The party requesting the Informal Discovery Conference will:

i. File a Request for Informal Discovery Conference DIRECTLY IN DEPARTMENT S31 on the approved form (copy attached);

ii. Include a brief summary of the dispute and specify the relief requested.  This should not consist of more than two pages; and

iii. Serve all parties pursuant to any authorized or agreed method of service that ensures that the opposing part/ies receive the Request for Informal Discovery Conference no later than the next court day following the filing.

b. Any Answer to a Request for Informal Discovery Conference must:

i. Also be filed on the approved form (copy attached);

ii. Include a brief summary of why the requested relief should be denied (no longer than two pages);
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iii. Be filed within five (5) court days of receipt of the Request DIRECTLY IN DEPARTMENT S31; and

iv. Be served on the opposing party pursuant to any authorized or agreed upon method of service that ensures that the opposing party receives the Answer no later than the next court day following the filing.

c. No other pleadings, including but not limited to exhibits, declarations, or attachments, will be accepted, unless after receipt of the Request and Answer the Court requests it.

d. If the Court has not granted or denied the Request for Informal Discovery Conference within ten (10) court days following the filing of the Answer, then it shall be deemed to have been denied. If the Court acts on the Request, the parties will be notified whether the Request for Informal Discovery Conference has been granted or denied and, if granted, the date and time of the Informal Discovery Conference, which must be within twenty (20) calendar days of the filing of the Answer to the Request for Informal Discovery Conference.

e. If the conference is not held within twenty (20) calendar days of the filing of the Answer to the Request for Informal Discovery Conference, unless extended by agreement of the parties and the Court, then the Request for the Informal Discovery Conference shall be deemed to have been denied at that time.

3. If (a) the Court has denied a conference or (b) one of the time deadlines above has expired without the Court having acted or (c) the Informal Discovery Conference is concluded without resolving the dispute, then a party may file a discovery motion to address unresolved issues.

4. The parties hereby further agree that the time for serving and filing a motion to compel or other discovery motion is tolled from the date of filing of the Request for Informal Discovery Conference until (a) the request is denied or deemed denied or (b) thirty (30) days after the serving and filing of the Answer to the Request for Informal Discovery Conference, whichever is later, unless extended by Order of the Court.

It is the understanding and intent of the parties that this stipulation shall, for each discovery dispute to which it applies, constitute a writing memorializing a “specific later date to which the propounding [or demanding or requesting] party and the responding party have agreed in writing,” within the meaning of Code Civil Procedure sections 2030.300(c), 2031.320(c), and 2033.290(c).

5. Nothing will preclude any party from applying ex parte for appropriate relief, including an order shortening time for a motion to be heard concerning discovery.

6. References to “days” mean calendar days, unless otherwise noted. If the date for performing any act pursuant to this stipulation falls on a Saturday, Sunday or Court holiday, then the time for performing that act shall be extended to the next Court day.

7.   If there are multiple parties, the Stipulation need only be signed by the parties involved in 
     the discovery dispute.
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