TRIAL SETTING ORDERS
SAN BERNARDINO SUPERIOR COURT – DEPT. S-29
JUDGE N. QUINTANA WINTER

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS FOR PRESENTATION TO COURT AT READINESS CALENDAR WITH SERVICE ON OPPOSING COUNSEL PURSUANT TO SAN BERNARDINO (SBC) LOCAL RULE 411 et seq. 

1. MOTIONS IN LIMINE – Motions in limine shall comply with San Bernardino County Local Rules 411.2 and 415. The parties are expected to read and be familiar with Kelly v. New West Federal Savings (1996) 49 Cal.App.4th 659; Amtower v. Photon Dynamics Inc., (2008) 158 CA4th 1582; R & B Auto Center Inc. v. Farmers Group Inc. (2006) 140 Cal.App 4th 327, 371-372.
2. JOINT WITNESS LIST
3. JOINT EXHIBIT LIST – Exhibits shall be pre-marked in numerical order and if multiple pages, shall be Bate stamped at the bottom of each page. 
4. JOINT STATEMENT OF THE CASE**
5. JOINT SET OF PROPOSED JURY INSTRUCTIONS**
a. Which includes the actual instructions completely filled out and a pleading cover sheet with CACI instructions in sequential order together with any special instructions.
b. Inclusion of jury instructions in the set is not waiver of the right to object. 
6. PROPOSED SPECIAL VERDICT FORM IF YOU ARE REQUESTING ONE**
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]ANY DEPOSITION DESIGNATIONS AND COUNTER DESIGNATIONS WITH ATTACHED COPIES OF THE DEPOSITIONS, HIGHLIGHTED AND TABBED
8. TRIAL BRIEF

**NOT NECESSARY IF THE MATTER IS PROCEEDING AS A COURT TRIAL 


SUA SPONTE RULINGS OF THE COURT FOR TRIAL  

1. No witness may be called, except with court permission in exceptional circumstances, unless notice has been given to all parties of the date when the witness will testify. Such notice shall be given no later than at the end of the court day proceeding the court day before the witness is to testify. (For example, notice for a Monday witness to be given at or before adjournment of the Thursday session.) 
2. All witnesses will be excluded from the courtroom, unless otherwise ordered excepting those for whom an exception exists at law. (For example, parties and corporate representatives.) 
3. Evidence of, or reference to, settlement negotiations, mediation, and material related thereto which are privileged under the evidence code or by agreement of the parties shall not be allowed. 
4. Evidence of, or reference to, insurance, or the fact that an attorney is employed by, or has been compensated by, an insurance company, shall not be allowed. 
5. Evidence of, or reference to, the financial position or wealth, or lack thereof, of any party to the litigation, shall not be allowed without permission from the court.  
6. Counsel, witnesses and parties are to be civil and polite at all times towards opposing counsel, parties, witnesses and all court personnel.
7. Opening statements are made from the lectern not in front of the jury box nor the well.  Closing argument may be made in front of the jury box.
8. Upon the swearing-in of the witness, wait for permission from the court to begin inquiry.
9.  There are to be no speaking objections.  Objections should be made in legal form without argument (For example, “Objection, hearsay.”).  Wait for a ruling from the Court. You may not have to say anything if it is in your favor.  Counsel should never offer argument in support/opposition of an objection or without asking to be heard, regardless of whether it is a jury or bench trial.  Counsel can request to approach and any argument on the objection will occur at the bench or in chambers when dealing with jury trials.  Do not engage opposing counsel with argument during the examination process. Finally, objections and arguments are to be addressed to the Court only. 
10. Counsel will not be argumentative with the Court.  When a ruling is made, that is not an invitation for further argument.  We move on.
11. Requests for read backs are to be directed to the court, not the court reporter.  
12. All witnesses and parties are to be referred to by their surnames only and counsel must stand when questioning witnesses. 
13. Do not enter the well without permission from either the Court or the Bailiff.
14. Witnesses may be approached after requesting permission. Once you are given permission to approach that witness, you need not ask again.
15. Do not approach the Courtroom Clerk when Court is in session.
16. Have all exhibits marked before the start of testimony and make certain that each party, or their counsel, has reviewed them.  If you are using any PowerPoint slides in your opening or closing, make sure they have been shown to the opposing side.  Any objection to the slides can be handled in chambers.
17.  DO NOT publish any documents without prior court permission.  Asking the Court “Permission to Publish exhibit X” will alert the Court as well as opposing counsel that you are about to introduce a publication.  This gives the party an opportunity to object and the Court to make a ruling before being seen by the jury.  Please use this format to avoid any appellate issues.
18. Identify each exhibit for the record each time it is published regardless of whether it has been previously identified.  For example “Identifying exhibit A, having been previously published…”   This will help to keep the record straight and alert counsel that an objection is not needed.
19. Do not ask the witness to do anything other than testify without prior court permission (i.e., “Please draw on the board”…; “Please read the document”...)
20. Counsel are required to advise the witnesses of any of the rules pertaining to them and of the Court’s rulings on motions in limine.
21. Counsel should be prepared to start every day at 9:30 a.m. (Jury trial only).

THESE ARE NOW THE COURT’S TRIAL ORDERS.  PLEASE BE FAMILIAR WITH THEM AS THIS CONSTITUTES YOUR NOTICE PURSUANT TO CCP 177.5.  FAILURE TO OBEY THESE LAWFULLY ISSUED ORDERS WILL SUBJECT YOU TO ALL AVAILABLE SANCTIONS.



N. Quintana Winter  
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
