REQUIREMENTS FOR TRIAL
SAN BERNARDINO SUPERIOR COURT - DEPARTMENT S23
JUDGE DONALD ALVAREZ

AT TIME OF READINESS CALENDAR
ALL OF THE ITEMS BELOW ARE TO BE SUBMITTED WITH THE COURT UPON THE CASE BEING ASSIGNED TO TRIAL, NOT BEFORE. (Must be submitted by efile, and a courtesy copy delivered to the department)
1. MOTIONS IN LIMINE, in writing, if any. PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE ORDERS TO BE SIGNED.

2. JOINT WITNESS LIST listing the name, brief description, and time estimate for each witness. Note that “JOINT” does not mean “agreed” but does refer to the Court working from one set of documents from counsel. (Jury and Court Trials)

3. JOINT EXHIBIT LIST and exhibits. Note that “JOINT” does not mean “agreed” but does refer to the Court working from one set of documents from counsel. (Jury and Court Trials)
a. Exhibits shall be placed in a 3-ring binder with two sets for the court. (One for the witness, one for the Court).
b. Exhibits shall be pre-marked in numerical order and if multiple pages, shall be Bate stamped at the bottom of each page.
c. The Court will prepare the actual exhibit labels.
d. To the extent possible a flash/thumb drive is encouraged to be provided to the Judicial Assistant on the first day of trial.
e. The Judicial Assistant (JA) will email the exhibit list template to counsel. Please provide the JA with your email addresses. Counsel will need to return one completed joint list via email to the JA and are also to submit a joint exhibit list to be filed through efile.

4. Proposed CACI jury instructions. (Jury Trials)
a. A face page listing all requested instructions in sequential order.

5. JOINT statement of the case. Note that “JOINT” does not mean “agreed” but does refer to the Court working from one set of documents from counsel. (Jury Trials)

6. Proposed SPECIAL VERDICT form (if you are requesting one). (Jury Trials)

7. TRIAL BRIEF.  (Jury and Court Trials)

8. The parties are responsible for providing a Court Reporter with costs to be borne by one or all parties. Realtime is required for trial
All the above-mentioned items are MANDATORY, except for the brief, which is optional for jury trials.
BY ORDER OF DONALD ALVAREZ, JUDGE

SUA SPONTE RULINGS OF THE COURT FOR TRIAL
DEPARTMENT S23

1. No witness may be called, except with court permission in exceptional circumstances, unless notice has been given to all parties of the date when the witness will testify. Such notice shall be given no later than at the end of the court day proceeding the court day before the witness is to testify. (e.g. Thursday session for next court session on the following Monday).
2. All witnesses will be excluded from the courtroom, unless otherwise ordered, excepting those for whom an exception exists at law. (e.g. parties and corporate representatives).
3. Evidence of, or reference to, settlement negotiations, mediation, and materials related thereto which are privileged under the evidence code or by agreement of the parties shall not be allowed.
4. Evidence of, or reference to, insurance, or the fact that an attorney is employed by, or has been compensated by, and insurance company, shall not be allowed. 
5. Evidence of, or reference to, other claims or actions against any party to the litigation shall not be allowed without permission of the court.
6. Evidence of, or reference to, the financial position or wealth, or lack thereof, of any party to the litigation, shall not be allowed without permission from the court.
7. General motions in limine regarding evidence not produced in discovery will not be granted. Where parties expect a dispute regarding the admission of evidence they should advise the court at the earliest opportunity. If an issue arises at trial each party must be prepared to share with the court the actual discovery record.





BY ORDER OF DONALD ALVAREZ, JUDGE


