[bookmark: _GoBack]TRIAL SETTING ORDERS FOR DEPARTMENT S17
JUDGE JOSEPH ORTIZTRIAL READINESS CONFR. (TRC):__________8:30 a.m. 			TRIAL DOC. EXCHANGE:____________
(nonappearance)

TRIAL:_______________10:00 a.m. 					TRIAL DOC. FILING DATE: __________



The parties are ordered to meet and confer with respect to all issues arising from this Order and exchange all necessary documents such that, on the date of the TRC, the following documents are filed directly in Department S17, three days prior to the TRC. Failure to file may result in your trial being continued as the Court will consider counsel “not ready” for trial.

1. Motions In Limine in writing, if any, and in compliance with SBC LR 415.  (See Kelly v. New West Financial Services, 49 CA 4th 659.) Motions in limine must be served on opposing party 8 days in advance. 

2. A complete JOINT Witness List. (Jury & Court Trials).

3. A complete JOINT Exhibits List & Exhibits. (Jury & Court Trials).  This requires parties to meet and confer.  They’re Court exhibits.  They start at one and go to conclusion, so no duplicate exhibits. Exhibit List & Exhibits shall be placed in 3-ring binders. Bring at least four sets of the same exhibits: (1) Original for the Clerk, (2) one for opposing party; (3) one for the witness stand, and (4) one for the bench.

*NOTE: Exhibits should not be the entirety of discovery tabbed by subject matter, with the belief that counsel might introduce only certain pages from each “exhibit”. Further, no “exhibit” should be labelled “miscellaneous” to include documents from various grab-bag of assorted topics. If there are multiple exhibits within each “exhibit,” you’ve organized incorrectly. Each exhibit should properly reflect only the documents that counsel intends to introduce at trial. If your “exhibits” do not comply with this order, then the Court will consider counsel “not ready” for trial.

4. A JOINT Statement of the Case. This also requires parties to meet and confer.

5. Jury Instructions (with a generic pleading cover sheet and itemized list of CACI Instructions and Special Instructions) and Verdict(s) shall be submitted by Plaintiff.  Jury instructions shall be in compliance with CRC 2.1055 and are to be provided in two packets. The first packet would be the 100 series, plus 200. The second packet would start at 200, again, and go to conclusion. Any special requests of instructions, must be provided in two formats. First, a working copy with recitation to case or statutory authority; the other, a clean copy in a CACI format ready to go to the jury. 

In addition, please provide the proposed instructions in WORD format on a flash drive. Again, the two sets of instructions plus the verdict form are to have cover sheets.  They are to have a case caption only without any firm attribution. Defendant’s jury instructions are due filed on the first day of trial and should only include the additional instructions requested and a list of objections to any of Plaintiff’s proposed instructions.

6. Trial Brief.

All of the above-listed items are MANDATORY, except for the trial brief, which is optional for jury trials.  (SBC Local Rule 411.) The parties are further advised of the following [see next page]:

1. Parties shall lodge depositions on the date of the readiness.  Be prepared to take care of the balance of your financial obligations, court reporter, and jury fees on the date of readiness.  

2. If you subpoena documents into court, they do not automatically come to the courtroom. You must notify the clerk on the date of the readiness to have those documents brought up, if you need them.  

3. If for some reason you resolve this case on your own prior to the date of readiness, you’re ordered to call the court clerk immediately so we can open up these dates for other cases. The Court will give you a new date with sufficient time to effectuate the resolution of your case. 

Parties are further expected to be familiar with all the applicable local rules for trial. SBC LR 411 et seq. Finally, attached are the Court’s SUA SPONTE ORDERS applicable to all trials.

Finally, you counsel is designated as ready for trial, the judicial assistant will email counsel a blank Exhibit List – to be filled out by counsel – that is in conformity with the Joint Exhibit List. This Exhibit List is to be emailed back to the judicial assistant prior to the start of opening statements and trial.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL MY JUDICIAL ASSISTANT, JESSICA, AT (909) 708-8715.

							_____________________________
								HON. JOSEPH ORTIZ


SUA SPONTE ORDERS OF THE COURT FOR TRIAL- DEPT. S17

1.  There will, generally, be no surprise witnesses. No witness may be called except with court permission in exceptional circumstances, unless prior notice was given to all parties of the date when the witness will testify. Such notice shall be given no later than at the end of the court day proceeding the court day before the witness is to testify. 
2.  All witnesses will be excluded from the courtroom, unless otherwise ordered, excepting those for whom an exception exists at law. (e.g., parties and corporate representatives.)
3. Evidence of, or reference to, settlement negotiations, mediation, and materials related thereto which are privileged under the evidence code or by agreement of the parties shall not be allowed.
4.  Evidence of, or reference to, insurance, or the fact that an attorney is employed by, or has been compensated by, an insurance company, shall not be allowed.
5. Evidence of, or reference to, other claims or actions against any party to the litigation shall not be allowed without permission of the court. 
6.  Evidence of, or reference to, the financial position or wealth, or lack thereof, of any party to the litigation, shall not be allowed without permission from the court. 
7.  General motions in limine regarding evidence not produced in discovery will not be granted. Where parties expect a dispute regarding the admission of evidence they should advise the court at the earliest opportunity. If an issue arises at trial each party must be prepared to share with the court the actual discovery record. 
8.  Audio –Visual Equipment:  The Courtroom is equipped with a computer projector, DVD Player, document (“Elmo”) and screens. Connections for the use of computers which tie into the projector are available at counsel tables. Additionally, there is a standard DVD/VCR combination player available in the courtroom and deliberation room. It will NOT play Blue-ray disks.  

Please be careful when crating DVD’s on computers with the intention of playing them regular DVD players. When creating your DVD be sure that you are setting the correct software options to ensure proper playback in a DVD player. It is strongly advised, and most commonly practiced, that you use your own computer for playing any DVD evidence.  
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